19 February 1855. 18 Vict. 




(Ireland.) 



A 

BILL 

TO 

Amend the Laws in force for the Relief of the 
destitute Poor in Ireland ; and to amend an Act 
of the Eleventh Year of Her Majesty, providing 
for the Execution of the said Laws. 



[Note. — The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 
in Committee.] 



W HEREAS it is expedient to amend the Laws in force for Preamble, 
the Relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland ; and to amend 
an Act of the Eleventh Year of Her Majesty, providing io&iiYict; 
for the Execution of the said Laws : Be it enacted b} r the Queen’s Ci 90 - 
5 most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present 
1 Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, as 
follows : 

I. That from and after the passing of th is Act so much of the said Powers of 
10 Acts in force for the Relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland as autho- Commis- 

• i , •• „ sionersto 

nzes and empowers the Commissioners for administering the Laws for dissolve 

* Relief of the Poor in Ireland, to dissolve the Board of Guardians of a ^ oard ,! of 

tt • i • . , „ ^ , Lruardians 

Union, and to appoint paid Oraeers to carry into execution the repealed. 
Provisions of the said Acts, shall be and the same is hereby repealed. 

15 II. That so much of the said Acts in force for the Relief of the « ovv “f of 

j . . Lommis- 

destitute Poor in Ireland as empowers the said Commissioners to sioners to , 
alter the Boundaries of any Union or Electoral Division in Ireland 
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Poor Belief [Ireland). 

shall cease to be of any Force or Effect from and after the Thirtieth 
Day of September in the Year One thousand eight hundred and fifty - 
Jive. 

Lands, &C. III. That so much of the said Acts and of the said above recited 
vested kTthe Act Providing for the Execution of the Laws for the Relief of the 5 
Commis- Poor in Ireland as vests in the said Commissioners and their Succes- 
vested in* be sors a11 Lands and Buildings purchased or hired, and conveyed and 
Boards Ot* taken to the said Commissioners under the Provisions of the said 
Guardians. ^ cts be au(1 t ^ e same j s hereby repealed, and thenceforth all Lands, 

Tenements, and Hereditaments, and Real and Personal Property 10 
heretofore vested in the Commissioners for Purposes connected with 
the Administration of Relief in any Union shall vest in the Guar- 
dians of the Poor of the said Union, without any Conveyance or 
Transfer thereof other than by the Operation of this Act, and the 
said Guardians shall for this Purpose, as well as for other Purposes 15 
set forth in the said Acts, be deemed a Body Corporate, and shall have 
perpetual Succession and a Common Seal ; provided that all Proceed- 
ings commenced and all Contracts and Engagements entered into in 
the Name of the said Commissioners in relation to the Property of any 
Union shall be continued and carried on in the Name of the Guar- 20 
dians of the said Union, as if such Proceedings had commenced, or 
such Contracts and Engagements had been entered into in the Name 
of the said Guardians ; provided also, that the said Guardians shall 
hold the said Property subject in all respects to the Orders of the 
said Commissioners, and shall not alter or remove any Part of the 25 
said Buildings, nor sell, let, alienate, or in any way demise any Part 
of the said Property, without the Consent of the said Commissioners, 
under their Seal, first had and obtained. 

Office of IY. That so much of the said recited Act providing for the Execu- 
beaboMied ^ on °f the Laws for the Relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland as 30 
empowers and requires the said Commissioners, subject to the 
Approval of the Lord Lieutenant, to appoint a Secretary, shall be and 
and the same is hereby repealed ; and from and after the passing of 
this Act the said Office of Secretary shall cease, and all Acts of the 
said Commissioners, or of any of them, in reference to which the 35 
counter Signature of the said Secretary was heretofore required, 
shall hereafter be valid and of full Force and Effect without such 
counter Signature. 

12 & 13 Viet V. And whereas by an Act passed in the Thirteenth Year of Her 
c ' 104 ‘ Majesty it was among other Things provided, that it should be 40 
lawful for the said Commissioners, if they thought fit, on the Request 
of the Board of Guardians of any Union, to appoint one fitting 

and 
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and proper Person to act as Assistant Guardian for the Union so 
applying in the Execution of the Duty of Guardian of the Union to 
which he might be so appointed, in the same Manner in all respects 
as if such Assistant Guardian were an ex officio or elected Guardian 
5 for such Union : And whereas it is expedient to make the Salary of 
such Assistant Guardian, whenever such an Officer maybe appointed, 
a legal Charge upon the Poor Rates : Be it therefore enacted, That Salary of 
the Salary of such Officer shall in no case exceed, together with 
Expenses incidental to the Discharge of his Duty, the annual Sum to exceed 
10 of Five hundred Pounds, and that subject to the said Limitation 
the Guardians of the Union shall pay to such Assistant Guardian, 
when appointed, such Salary and Expenses as shall be fixed and 
approved by the said Commissioners. 

VI. That from and after the passing of this Act so much of the 
15 Act passed in the Second Year of Her Majesty, intituled “ An Act l & 2 Yict, 

“ for the more effectual Relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland,” as 56 - 
provides that every Hate made on each Electoral Division shall and 
may, if any Collector for the Time authorized to collect the County Collector of 
Cess in any Part of such Electoral Division shall be approved of by 
20 the Commissioners, and shall give Security to the Satisfaction of the titled to col- 
Commissioners, and shall accept such Salary or Allowance as shall 1 I ;“ e Po g uar . 
he approved by the Commissioners for his Trouble in that Behalf, be diansmay 
levied by such Collector, who shall, so for as relates to the Collection 
of such Rate, be deemed a paid Officer of the Union within which such tors. 

25 Electoral Division shall be situate, shall be and the same is hereby 
repealed ; and from and after the passing of this Act it shall and 
may he lawful for the Guardians of any Union, subject to the 
Approval of the Commissioners, to appoint from Time to Time such 
and so many Persons as they may deem expedient to collect and 
30 levy the Rates made on the several Electoral Divisions. 

VII. And whereas Doubts have existed as to the Liability of unoc- 
cupied Buildings to he rated in the Rates for the Relief of the Poor, 
and it is expedient to remove such Doubts : Be it enacted, That from 
and after the passing of this Act the Guardians shall, in making 
35 every Rate for the Relief of the destitute Poor, specify the Period 
for which such Rate is intended to provide, and that when any 
Building liable to Assessment under the Provisions of the Acts for 
the Relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland is unoccupied at the Time 
of making any such Rate on the Electoral Division in which such 
40 Building shall be situated, the Board of Guardians shall m every incIn4 ^ d; „ 
such Case include such Building in the said Rate, describing it m the Bate. 
Column appropriated to the Name of the Occupier as “ Untenanted 
and if any Person shall afterwards occupy such Building before the 
f24.1 A 2 Expiration 
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Occupier to 
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the Rate, if 
Occupation 
occur before 
Expiration 
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Power of 
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Guardians 
may send 
Inmates of 
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to any Hos- 
pitalinwhieh 
the Gover- 
nors are wil- 
ling to re- 
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Poor Pielief {Ireland). 

Expiration of the Period for which such Bate shall have been made on 
such Electoral Division, the Guardians shall cause the Name of such 
Occupier to he inserted in the Rate made next before the Commence- 
ment of such Occupation, and shall forthwith alter the Entry in the 
Collectors V> arrant in respect of such Building by inserting therein 5 
in lieu of the full Amount of the said Rate a Sum bearing such Pro- 
portion to the full Amount of the Rate as the Portion of the Period 
for which the said .rate was made which is then unexpired bears to 
the whole of such Period, and every such Person shall thereupon be 
deemed, to all Intents and Purposes, to be properly rated, and all such 10 
Proportions ot Rates may be collected and recovered from the Persons 
liable to pay the same in the same Manner as other Rates may he 
collected and recovered under the Provisions of the Acts for the 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland : Provided always, that any Person whose 
Name is so inserted in such Rate, or the immediate Lessor of such 1 5 
Person (if liable to such Rate), may appeal against such Rate in the 
same Manner as he might have appealed if named in the said Rate : 
Provided also, that except as aforesaid no Rate shall he payable by 
any Person in respect of any unoccupied Building. 

\ III. And whereas the Guardians of the Poor of any Union in 20 
Ireland are empowered to send any destitute poor Person from the 
Workhouse of the Union to any Fever Hospital, and to maintain such 
Persoii therein, and it is expedient to extend such Power : Be it 
enacted, I hat the Guardians of any Union shall be empowered to send 
any Inmates of the IVorkhouse of such Union to any Hospital the 05 
Governor or Governors of which shall be willing and able to receive " 
such Persons, and pay to the Governor or Governors of such Hos- 
pital, out of the Rates of the Union, the Cost of the Maintenance 
in such Hospital of the Persons so sent thereto by the said Guar- 
dians as aforesaid ; and the entire Cost of the Maintenance of such 30 
Persons in such Hospital shall be charged on the Electoral Division 
or Union at large, according to such Person’s Chargeability by 
Residence, according to the Laws which arc or shall be in force for 
the Administration of Relief to the destitute Poor in Ireland. 



Guardians IX. And whereas the Guardians of the Poor of Unions in Ireland 35 
2 Work- are em P 0TCred to admit into any Building provided by them for a 
house any Fever Hospital, or into any Part of the Workhouse appropriated by 
retiring 011 them ’ wit!l the Consent of tte Commissioners, for that Purpose, poor 
.Medical or Persons affected with Fever or other dangerous contagious Disease, 
SKitaf and il is ex P edient to ex . tend such Power :“Be it enacted, That it shall 40 
be lawful for the Guardians to admit into the Infirmary of the Work- 
house any poor Persons requiring Medical or Surgical Aid in Hospital, 
and to provide for their Treatment and Maintenance therein, charging 

the 
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the Expense thereof on the Electoral Division or Union at large, as Expense of 
the Case may be, according to such Persons C'hargeabilitv by Itesi- * VI ' unt , enanc ® 

, i , t , . , , „ , . , ° J to be charged 

dence under the Laws which are or shall be in force for the Relief of on Electoral 

the destitute Poor in Ireland. Division or 

Union. 

5 X. Every poor Person who shall be so admitted into the Infirmary p 0 or Per- 
of the Workhouse in pursuance of the Authority in that Behalf which sons able to 
is herein-before given, and every poor Person who shall hereafter be Maintenance 
admitted into any Building provided by the Guardians of any Union to repay pro- 
for a Fever Hospital, or into any Part of the Workhouse appropriated Amount of 
10 as a Fever Hospital, who shall nevertheless be of sufficient Ability to pay such Cost - 
the Cost of his or her Maintenance and Treatment while in Hospital, 
or some Portion of such Cost, shall be required to repay such Propor- 
tion thereof as the Board of Guardians shall determine ; provided 
that such Proportion shall in no Case exceed the average of the general 
15 Cost of Maintenance and Treatment, excluding the Union Charges, as 
shall in no Case be less than One Third of such Cost, and all such 
Sums shall be recoverable from such poor Persons, or from those 
liable by Law to maintain them, by the same Ways and Means as 
the Cost of Relief given by way of Loan is recoverable under the 
20 Acts in force for the Relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland ; and 
all such Sums or any Part thereof which shall be recovered shall be 
lodged with the Treasurer of the Union to the Credit of the Electoral 
Division chargeable for the Maintenance and Treatment of such Poor 
Person ; provided also, that for the Purpose of the Recovery of the Muster or 
25 Cost of Maintenance and Treatment as aforesaid, every Master or ^i^for 
Mistress shall be deemed liable to maintain his or her Servant, as the support of 
Case may be. Servant. 

XI. On the Requisition of any Inspector or Sub-Inspector of Admission 
Constabulary, or Head Constable in charge of a Station, it shall be ^°p*f bu ‘ 

30 lawful for the Board of Guardians to admit into the Workhouse tients. 
Infirmary or Fever Hospital any Constable or Sub-Constable of the 
said Force who shall be suffering from Fever or other Disease or 
bodily Injury requiring Treatment in Hospital; and every such Con- 
stable or Sub-Constable shall contribute the full average Cost of 
35 daily Maintenance and Treatment in such Hospital for the whole Time 
of his Continuance therein ; and the Amount of such Cost may be 
recovered by the Guardians of the Union by the same Ways and 
Means as the Cost of Relief given by way of Loan is recoverable 
under the Acts in force for the Relief of the destitute Poor in 
40 Ireland. 

XII. And whereas, there is an Hospital at Belfast called the Guardians 
Belfast General Hospital, supported at present by voluntary Subscrip- 

[24.] A 3 tions apply Rates 
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tions only, and it is expedient to provide for the active Maintenance 
of the said Hospital : Be it enacted, That it shall he lawful for the 
Guardians of Belfast Union, and they are hereby required to apply 
to the Maintenance and Support of the Belfast General Hospital the 
annual Sum of Pounds from the Poor Rates of 5 

the whole Union ; and the Hospital shall, from and after the passing 
of this Act, he called the Belfast Union General Hospital. 

^fannaing XIII. That the Managing Body of the said Hospital shall consist 
B °dy- of the existing Life Governors, of the Chairman, Vice Chairman, and 

Deputy Vice Chairman of the Union and other Guardians, to be 10 
selected annually by the Board of Guardians at their First Meeting 
after the annual Election in every Year ; and the said Managing 
Body is hereby invested with all Powers necessary for the Manage- 
ment of the Institution, the Appointment of Officers, and the fixing 
of their Salaries, for regulating the Admission of Patients, and 15 
making all Contracts, and keeping the Accounts of the Institution ; 
Publication provided that such Accounts shall be annually published in detail 
of Accounts. f or the Information of the Ratepayers, after being certified as correct 
by such Person as the Board of Guardians shall appoint from Time to 
Time to audit the said Accounts, which Appointment the said 20 
Guardians are hereby empowered to make, and to remunerate such 
Auditor for the Service of auditing the said Accounts. 

This Act and XIV. That the several Acts now in force for the Relief of the 
Act* to ^ est ^ tute P° or h 1 Ireland aud this Act shall be construed as One Act, 
be construed except so far as the Provisions of any One of such Acts may alter 25 
into One the Provisions of any previous Act. 



in support 
of Belfast 
Hospital. 
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(Ireland.) 



A 

U I Jj Ij 



To amend the Laws in force for the 
Relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland, 
and to amend an Act of the Eleventh 
Year of Her Majesty, providing for 
the Execution of the said Laws. 



( /' ri/mreil mill limiiyhl in by 
Sir John Yanny nml Sir Grorye Grey.) 



Ordered, hy Thu Him* of Cuimiuum, la he I’riiUed, 
1!) Fvhruury IK.“5. 



(Bill 24.] _ 
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